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20 July 2015
The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Gillibrand,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the NY Water Environment Association, We
are writing to express our concern with the provisions inserted in the Senate’s
proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies
Appropriations Bill that, if enacted, would have costly consequences for New York
residents and delay improvements to water quality in the Great Lakes. We urge you
to oppose these provisions.
Section 428 of the spending package directly contradicts and undermines legislation
Congress enacted in 2001 codifying the 1994 Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)
Control Policy with which the majority of Great Lakes dischargers are currently
complying. The CSO Control Policy sets forth national goals and standards for the
reduction of CSOs by publicly-owned treatment works (POTW) and requires the
development of Long-Term Control Plans (LTCP) to comply with these standards.
Further, the proposed provisions would prohibit communities from utilizing an
important operations tool that safeguards the integrity of their wastewater treatment
systems during periods of extreme wet weather. This practice is termed “blending”
and is a critical procedure at numerous facilities to ensure the long-term viability of
treatment processes during and after peak wet weather flows subside. Many of the
treatment plant components that facilitate blending were funded through Federal
Clean Water Act construction grant monies and are permitted by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. A prohibition of blending at treatment
plants would have tremendous cost implications with no appreciable water quality
need documented.
The proposed provisions contained in Section 428 of this spending package would
require communities to spend limited ratepayer resources on eliminating CSO
discharges and blending at the expense of addressing the numerous other water
quality challenges facing the Great Lakes, thereby setting back overall efforts to
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ywea.org if you
have any questions.
Sincerely,

Michael Garland,
G
P..E.
President

